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Litemational application No. 1 


INTERNATIONAL PREUMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


PCT/EP2003/013060 | 


1 L Basis of the report 1 


under Artide 14 arer^enedtoiniliisr^ort as "originally filed" and are not annexed to the r^ri since tliey do not contain amendments,}^ 1 


1 ED tl*emteiiiationalq>plication as originally filed. 






1 tli« HMrriptiftn^ pages 1-25 

pages 


, as originally filed, 
, filed with the demand, 

^\t*A with the letter nf 




1 — fil*v1 witfi the letter of , ' 1 


1 [Ni/j tVie claimSj Nos. ^'^^ 


, as originally filed. 




I Nos. 


, as amended under Article 1 9, 1 


1 Nos. 


, filed with the demand, 




1 Nos. 


, filed with the letter of 




1 Nos. 


, filed with the letter of 




1 ^ fhi^Hrflwinps, fiheets/fiff 1/4-4/4 


, as originally filed. 




j sheets/fie 


, filed with the demand. 




1 5?heets/fiff 


, filed with the letter of 




1 sheets/fiff 


, filed with the letter of 




1 2. The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 






1 [~| the Hecftription^ pages 






1 1 1 the dflittiRj Nos. 






1 dl ♦^^^' A^wmpR, sheets/fig 






L rn This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments had not been made, since ttiey have been considered j 
1 — 1 to go beyond the disclosure as med, as indicated in the Supplemental Box (Rule 70.2(c)). 1 


1 4. Additional observations, if necessary: 







Form PCT/lPEA/409 (Box J) (January 1994) 



> 


intemauonai appucaiion iso. 


INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY EXAMINATION REPORT 


PCT/EP 03/13060 


V. Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 


1 citations and explanations supporting such statement 




1 1, Statement 




Novelty (N) Claims 


L-15 YES 1 


1 Claims 


NO 


Inventive stco aS^ Claims 


1-15 YES 


1 Claims 


NO 


1 Industrial aoDlicability (lA) Claims 


1-15 YES 1 


1 Claims 


NO 


1 2. Citations and explanations 




Dl: DE-A-100 26 644 (BASF AG) 6 December 2001 


(2001-12-06) 




D2: DE-A-23 19 688 (RHONE PROGIL) 


6 December 1973 


(1973-12-06) • 




The present application relates to a method for the 


continuous production of higher (meth) acrylates by 


transesterif ication of methyl (meth) acrylates with higher 


alcohols in the presence of a catalyst, 


characterized in 


that the elution stream of the vacuum evaporation stage 


and/or film evaporator is divided and partially fed to the 


reaction apparatus. 




Dl represents the closest prior art and 


differs from the 


1 subject matter of the present application in that the 


special separation features of the vacuiim evaporation stage 


and/or film evaporator are not explicitly disclosed. 


The technical problem can therefore be considered that of 


providing a further method for the continuous production of 


higher (meth) acrylates . The solution is defined in the 


independent claims and concerns the separation types vacuiam 


evaporation stage and/or film evaporator. This solution 


cannot be rated as obvious to a person skilled in the art 


from the closest prior art. 
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Consequently, the subject matter of claims 1-15 meets the 
criteria of PCT Article 33(2) and (3). 

The expression ^^higher" in connection with methyl 
(meth) acrylates is unclear (PCT Article 6), because the 
number of carbon atoms from which one can speak of higher 
esters is not clearly specified. 
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